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PROGRESS OF THE RESEARCH ON CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM OF LAND VEGETATION

Gong Pan'**",Chen Zhongxin®’,Tang Huajun’’,Zhang Fengrong'
(1. College of Resources & Environment, China Agriculture University,Beijing 100094 ;
2. Institute of Agriculture Resources & Regional Planning, Chinese Academy of Agriculture Sciences,Beijing 1000813

3. Key Laboratory of Resources Remote Sensing & Digital Agriculture, Ministry of Agriculture,Beijing 100081)

Abstract Changes of land vegetation is one of the important contents for research on global changes,
while establishing a standard land vegetation classification system is an important precondition for the re-
search on changes of land vegetation. It can influence the expressive method of classification result; deter-
mine the application areas of data of land vegetation. This paper expounds the internal and external pro-
gresses made in the research on land vegetation classification system as well as on the major classification
systems. This paper also points out that the present classification systems are generally suitable for using
by specific data type and research objectives. There is not a unified standard for global land vegetation clas-
sification. This land vegetation classification system has no compatibility, and has brought many inconven-
iences in collecting, analyzing and sharing information. Therefore, it is an urgent need to establish a
standard classification system and to make the types defined by the system without limitation in measure-
ments and resources of data &. information. Thus the system can be used flexibly in all research areas with
different research objectives.

Keywords land vegetation;classification system;research progress
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