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PROBLEMS AND REASONS FOR THE RURAL SETTLEMENT LAND IN CHINA

Chen Chun
(College of Urban and Environmental Sciences, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract During the rapid urbanization period, the contradiction between the demand for the construction land
and the preservation of cultivated land for food security is getting more and more serious in China. The rural settle-
ment land is the main body of construction land. Whereas, during the rapid urbanization the area for rural settle-
ment land, accompanying with decreased rural population, is increasing instead of decreasing. This paper analyzed
the main problems existing in rural settlement land use, such as rapid expansion, inefficient utilization, high vacan-
cy rate, confused layout and illegal occupancy. Then the reasons for rural settlement land expansion were put for-
ward. Economic development, family income, family scale, psychological factors, urbanization, transportation,
lack of planning, limited circulation of dwelling — house land and imperfect social security were all the factors influ-
encing the rural settlement land expansion. Finally, policy recommendations based on different impacting factors
were proposed to control the disorderly growth of the rural settlement land.

Keywords rural settlement land; problems; reasons



