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POTATO DEVELOPMENT TRENDS, REGIONAL PATTERNS AND YIELD INCREASE
POTENTIAL IN SOUTHERN WINTER CROPPING DISTRICT
Mi Jian, Luo Qiyou, Gao Mingjie

(Institute of Agricultural Resources and Regional Planning, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Beijing 100081)

Abstract The development of potato plays an important role in ensuring food security and increasing farmer% in-
come in southern winter cropping district of China. From 2000 to 2008, the acreage and yield of potato increased
steadily in the southern winter cropping districts, but the increase trend varied in southern 8 provinces of which
Guangxi province develop more rapidly than other provinces. There were three favorable factors to increase potato
production: (1) Winter fallow fields area reached 733.3 hm’®, and four provinces of Guangdong, Guangxi, Yun-
nan, Hunan had more than 133. 3 hm®, respectively; (2) The three most important technical bottlenecks related to
virus — free seed potato cultivation and inspection were being solved; (3) the potato cultivated land will increase
because the rapeseed land will be changed to Potato land.

Keywords Potato; southern winter cropping districts; development trends; regional patterns; yield potential
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