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BASIC CHARACTERISTICS AND POLICY IMPLICATIONS OF GRAIN FARMERS’

ARABLE LAND CIRCULATION"
Jia Lin"* Xia Ying'*
(1. Institute of Agricultural Economics and Development, Chinese Academy of Agricultural Sciences, Beijing 100081, China;

2. Business School, Agricultural University of Hebei, Baoding 071001 , China)

Abstract With the rapid development of China’s arable land circulation ,some new business entities such as family
farms, farmers’ cooperatives, professional households, and agricultural enterprises have appeared. However, the
households are still the main body of land management. The purpose of this paper is to analyze the basic character-
istics of grain farmers’ land circulation for improving thearable land circulation policy. The descriptive statistical
method was used based on survey data of farmers and villages in Henan, Heilongjiang, Zhejiang and Sichuan prov-
inces. The results showed that farmers land transfer rate increased year by year, the farmers with an area of less
than 1. 33hm’ decreased significantly. Because of the economic development of Zhejiang province, the proportion of
land circulation was leading in 2011 compared with the other three provinces. The trend of farmland centralization
in other 3 provinceswas obvious. The trust relationship between acquaintances can reduce the transaction cost of
land transfer. However, due to the lack of stable cultivated land transfer contract, it was difficult to assess the mar-
ket value of cultivated land. Agricultural subsidies had become a part of the farmers’income. The trend of centrali-
zation of cultivated land was very obvious and different in provinces. The circulation of arable land basically follows
the law, voluntary and paid principle. The transfer of land between farmers was mainly spontaneous. Finally, it
proposed some countermeasures, such as establishing land transaction platform to provide effective services, playing
the government’s role in the guidance, norms, coordination and service, supporting the large — scale farmers, ac-
celerating the reform of household registration system, optimizing the external environment of the arable land circu-
lation, and promoting the arable land circulation and large — scale management.

Keywords grain farmer; arable land circulation; basic characteristic; policy implication



