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RURAL TOURISM EFFECTS BASED ON FARMER'S PERCEPTION

AND ITS INFLUENCE ON SENSE OF COMMUNITY *
——A CASE STUDY OF YANAN
Deng Mengqi'*, Chen Jia'* , Wen Xin’, Yang Xinjun'
(1. College of Urban and Environmental Sciences, Northwest University, Xi'an,Shaanxi 710127, China;

2. Chongqging Hechuan Ruishan Middle School, Chongqing 401520, China;
3. Shaanxi Huadi Limited Liability Company, Xi’an, Shaanxi 710000, China)

Abstract Recently, polices, such as rural revitalization and tourism development for poverty alleviation, promote
rural tourism greatly in China, which will reconstruct the human-land emotional relations in tourism destination.
Tourism effect is a direct way to reflect the tourism development. Sense of community, a feeling of attachment and
identity to the community, can demonstrate household-community emotional relations properly. This paper took
three rural tourism communities in Yanan as a case study to research rural tourism development condition from
perspective of tourism effects. And based on the connotation suggested by McMillian and Chavis, households’
senses of community are evaluated. Then, the specific influencing factors of the rural tourism effect on the
community sense by using the ordinal multi classification regression analysis, so as to reveal the impact of rural
tourism development on sense of community. The results showed that (1) The tourism effect was positive in the
whole study area, but different significantly among communities. Unbalanced income distribution and worse social
cultural atmosphere were obvious. (2)Sense of community was not extreme, but lower than previous results. There
was a significant positive correlation between residential environment, neighborhood atmosphere and the sense of
community. (3) The influencing factors varied in different types of communities. Residential environment influenced
the sense of community in the suburban tourism destination, while the remote scenic area depended more on the
social security and neighborhood atmosphere. Generally speaking, farmer’s perception about the rural tourism
effects is good. Environmental effects and cultural effects, rather than economic effects, determines farmers’ sense
of community by influencing farmers’ recognition and affection to the community and the people.

Keywords rural tourism; farmer; farmer’s perception; tourism effects; sense of community
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