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SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION CHARACTERISTICS AND INFLUENCING
FACTORS OF NATIONAL CHARMING TOWNS"

Sun Zhe
(College of Architecture and Urban Planning, Beijing University of Civil Engineering and Architecture, Beijing 100044, China)

Abstract Charming town strategy is an important policy for the development of small towns in China. It is
necessary to study their spatial distribution characteristics from a national scale, so as to provide a scientific basis
for the optimization of town system spatial pattern. Through spatial analysis and quantitative analysis methods, the
spatial distribution characteristics of charming towns identified by Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural
Development were systematically analyzed. It was found that there were interprovincial differences between
economic performance and charming town fostering, while Shanghai and other 3 provinces had high speed of local
economy and charming town fostering, but the charming town fostering of Ningxia and other 4 provinces overstepped
their economy. The spatial distribution of the charming town was relatively balanced, which reflected the
characteristics of dispersion wholly and concentration locally, and the equilibrium of interregional was lower than
interprovincial. The amounts of charming towns in the Urban Agglomerations on the Yangtze River Delta, the
Middle Reaches of Yangtze River and Beijing Tianjin Hebei were the largest, while the proportions of charming
towns in Urban Agglomerations on Zhongyuan Region, Harbin-Changchun Region and Beibu Gulf was significantly
smaller than proportion of population in these regions. From the cultural geographic divisions, the amounts of
charming towns in Wu Yue, Jing Xiang and South of the Five Ridges cultural sub areas were the most. From the
natural ecological aspect, most of the charming towns were in the low altitude plain area; 71.2% of the towns were
close to natural water bodies; the amount of charming towns within the National Key Ecological Function Areas was
relatively low. The distribution of charming towns under the provincial administrative division is relatively balanced,
and it is also closely related to factors such as economic development, cultural precipitation and ecological
functions.

Keywords charming town; town system; spatial distribution; spatial analysis; influencing factors
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