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VULNERABILITY AND MULTIDIMENSIONALITY OF POVERTY IN TIBET*
——CASE STUDIES OF FAMDO AND XIGAZE
Jiang Yinggang'”, Zhu Changli'® , Zhang Jifei’
(1. School of Geographic and Environmental Sciences , Guizhou Normal University, Guiyang 550001 , Guizhou, China;
2. Chengdu Institute of Mountain Hazards and Environment,

Chinese Academy of Sciences & Ministry of Water Resources, Chengdu 610041, Sichuan, China)

Abstract  Poverty is a worldwide concerned issue that accompanied the development process of varied stages of
human societies. Specifically, rural poverty is a major problem that plagues the social and economic development of
developing countries. The quantitative assessment of the important traits of rural poverty, multidimensionality and
vulnerability, can not only benefit the understanding of poverty complexity, but also provide penetrating evidences
for targeted poverty alleviation. Taking the representative poverty-stricken areas, Qamdo and Xigaze in Tibet as
study areas, the first-hand research data was obtained through the household investigation and was applied to
quantitatively assess the multidimensionality and vulnerability of the rural poverty. The results were showed as
follows. (1) The rural poverty of the study area could be divided into eight patterns, i. e., deficient in human
capitals, deficient in infrastructures, deficient in financial means & infrastructure, deficient in human capitals &
infrastructures, deficient in financial means & human capitals, deficient in financial means & human capitals &
infrastructure, deficient in livelihoods approaches; (2) The maximum value of the sample vulnerability index was
0.97, with the minimum value - 0. 23 and the average value 0.36; (3) The factors influencing poverty under
distinct family structures and livelihood strategies were quite different; (4 ) The most significant factors affecting
poverty vulnerability under different family structures were household income, expenditure and loans, and the most
significant factor affecting poverty vulnerability under different livelihood strategies was the livelihood diversity, the
dependency ratio, the education level, the household income and expenditure. (5) The poverty is caused by
combined factors, and the sample household livelihood strategy was mainly diversity livelihood strategy. The study
provides a good view to understand the poverty features of typical rural areas in Tibet and deliverers helpful
enlightenment for the targeted poverty alleviation as well.

Keywords poverty; multidimensionality ; vulnerability ; household investigation; quantitative assessment; Tibet
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