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1955 31.4 14.1 17.3 11.6 10.5 1.1 9.5 9.8 74.6 +
1960 38.1 18.6 19.5 14.5 13.6 0.9 12.7 15.1 73.1 +
1965 42.5 22.3 20.2 22.1 15.4 6.8 8.6 2.3 69.0 +
1970 459 226 233 20.8 16.8 4.0 12.8 42 74.4 +
1975 147.5 72.6 74.9 55.1 44.1 10.9 332 4.0 60.8 +
1978 206.4 97.5 108.9 81.3 61.1 20.3 40.8 3.0 62.6 +
1980 381.4 181.2 200.2 129.5 88.2 41.3 46.9 2.1 48.7 +
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THE CHANGING ROLE OF CHINA'S AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT
TRADE FROM 1949 TO 2019

Li Xinxing', Cai Hailong™*
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Abstract China is a major producer of agricultural products and a major consumer of agricultural products and a
major trading country. From 1949 to 2019, China’s agricultural products had traded for 70 years, and it played a
pivotal role in different historical stages. This study is intended to provide reference for the future development of
China's agricultural trade by reviewing and summarizing the history of agricultural trade development. Through the
review of historical documents and the use of detailed historical statistics, and taking major historical events as the

node, the history of agricultural trade development since the founding of the People’s Republic of China was divided
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into three stages, from the founding of the People’s Republic of China to the eve of reform and opening up, the
reform and opening up to the eve of WTO accession, and the accession to the WTO; Correspondingly, the main role
of agricultural trade in China’s economic development was summarized as export earning, export earning and
adjustment of surplus, optimizing resource allocation and comprehensive opening up. This research focused on the
reasons for the changes in the role of agricultural products trade at various stages and the characteristics of
agricultural trade. In conclusion, looking back on the history of agricultural trade development in the past 70 years,
we can see that China's agricultural trade has made remarkable achievements and experienced arduous and
tortuous develop road. The formation of China's current agricultural trade structure is the result of its comparative
advantage, the development of agriculture and agricultural trade in the future still need to follow the principle of
comparative advantages.
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